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revenge, as the case may be, by interviewing or writing
to all who may be supposed to be able to influence the
case; and if from time to time a 'Christmas box' is
required  to  keep  the  smaller  official  fry alert and
responsive, it is for the landlord rather than the tenant
to present it.   In popular estimation the good landlord
is the man who discharges these not very respectable
obligations to the full.   What then is a landlord to do
who has more modern notions?   Is he to face the
reproaches of his tenants and put up with the pin-pricks,
or worse, of those who are not placated ?   Or is he to win
popular favour by following the line of least resistance and
doing as most of his neighbours do ?   As one landowner
remarked, 'It is very difficult to be a good landlord and
also to be thought one/  This person's way out of the
difficulty is to ascertain the facts of any case that arises
and, if the tenant appears to be in the right, to engage
him a pleader and pay the fee.   But it is only a partial
solution, for facts are not always easily ascertained and
there is still the question of the Christmas, or rather the
Harvest box. One of the best of my informants thought
that the landlord's power (hakumaf) had greatly declined.
There were, he said, many things his father could do
which would now be impossible. In those days the land-
lord's word was law, but now a more critical spirit was
abroad.  Ultimately, he thought, landlords would have
to give up part of their land to their tenants to secure
themselves in the rest.  That, however, was still in the
remote future and would probably not come in his day.
Meanwhile, feudalism was still strong, and the position
of the landlord in the north was quite different from his
position amongst the independent yeomen farmers of
the central Punjab, where little passed between land-
lord and tenant but the payment of rent.1  Intermediate
between the two are the Rajputs of the Una tahsil, who
are all nursed in feudal traditions.   But there, as this
journal shows,2 the feudal edifice is crumbling.

1 Cf. Punjab Pillage Survey, No. i, 1928, pp. 144-5.              2 p. 23.